258      THE GREEK AND THE RUSSIAN CHURCHES.

viewing the treaty and its effects, anticipating, under
misapprehensions then universal, the downfall of the
Ottoman Empire, in consequence of the religious
adherence of the Greek Church to Russia, but, with
a discrimination seldom equalled, showing to the
Austrian Government that it could compensate for
those acquisitions by none on its own part, and that
the neighbouring fragments of Turkey which it might
incorporate could only hasten its own final subju-
gation. " Such aggrandisement," he says, " of the
Austrian territory would not excite the jealousy of
Russia, for those provinces (Bosnia and Serbia) are
inhabited almost entirely by Mahomedans and schis-
matic Christians: the former w6uld not be tolerated
as residents there; the latter, considering the close
vicinage of the Oriental Russian Empire, would not
delay in emigrating thither; or if they remained,
their faithlessness to Austrian power would occasion
continued troubles; and thus an extension of territory
without intrinsic strength, so far from augmenting
the power of his Imperial Majesty, would only serve
to weaken it."

This statement applies to Russia herself: those
Christians, " schismatic" to Austria, would be no
less schismatic to Russia; if, as the price of their
having expelled " the accursed Empire of Hagar,"
according to the terms of the publication of the